THE KRISHNA IDOL OF PENUKONDA         99

The very year that Sriranga became Yuvaraja,
a young woman from Northern India came to
sing. She was beautiful and skilled in her art, and
she sang with an earnest desire to please the kirfg.
Sriranga had known the joys of married life for
three years. On looking on this young woman
it seemed to him that this beauty was far greater
than the beauty of his wife. He arranged that
the singer should stay in the court. In a case
like this the king's.desire is merely to be known.
Once it is known there are plenty of people to
help it to fruition. A fine house was found for
use as the singer's residence. In a few days the
prince raised her to the status of his mistress.
Within a short time Gaganamahal, a fine building
opposite the new temple on the side of the palace,
became the residence of the mistress. For some
time Sriranga spent one night in the palace and
one night in Gaganamahal. When a few months
had passed, he began to spend night after night
in Gaganamahal, This building had been con-
structed by the Rama Raya who was in power when
Sadasiva Raya was nominally king. Sadasiva and
Thirumala used to sleep in it. Their reason for
preferring the building was that, when they got up
in the morning, they could, from the window of
the bedroom, get for the first thing in the day a